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February 22, 1991

Sylvia Burges 
Hazardous Waste Section 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
HW-112
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98101

Dear Ms. Burges :

This letter is presented in response to your request for 
information pertaining to the December 5, 1990 inspection of 
the Chemical Processors, Inc. Pier 91 Facility. Each 
request is presented followed by an explanation of each 
request.

ITEM 1 - A diagram of the piping layout for your facility, 
clearly distinguishing between lines used by Chemical 
Processors, Inc. (Chempro) and those used by Pacific 
Northern Oil Company (PANOCO), as the piping existed prior 
to the Nov. 23, 1990 boiler explosion. If changes have been 
made subsequent to that incident, a current piping layout 
must also be provided.

Response: Enclosed in Attachment A are drawings
showing the existing Chempro piping at the time of the 
Nov. 23, 1990 boiler explosion (Figure 1) and the 
piping changes made thus far and proposed piping 
changes (Figure 2).

Chempro would like to point out that the boiler 
explosion had nothing to do with any Chempro 
operations. At the time of the explosion no operations 
were taking place by Chempro personnel. Pacific 
Northern Oil had contracted with Bosler Energy Sysems 
to place a portable boiler in service while their 
boiler was down for routine service. The boiler was in 
the process of being set up for operation by a Bosler 
Energy System employee when the incident occurred. The 
boiler was being set up just to the east of Chempro's 
receiving area and was technically off Chempro's 
property. USEPA RCRA
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In regards to the piping separations between PANOCO and 
Chempro operations, flexible piping must be used to 
transfer material from Chempro to PANOCO operations. 
This type of transfer requires that personnel from both 
PANOCO and Chempro be present at time of transfer. 
Flexible hoses are removed immediately after each 
transfer from Chempro to PANOCO operations to insure no 
unwanted transfers occur. The location of this 
flexible hose transfer is shown in red on Figure 1.

ITEM 2 - Copies of all police and fire department reports on 
Nov. 23, 1990 boiler explosion.

Response: Enclosed as Attachment 2 is the statement
provided by the Pier 91 Facility Manager to the Port of 
Seattle Police Department. Also enclosed is a report 
prepared by the Seattle Department of Construction and 
Land Use - Boiler Inspection Section. Chempro has 
requested copies of the Port of Seattle Police 
Department report on several occasions, but has not yet 
received the report. The Port of Seattle police report 
will be submitted to you as soon as we receive it.

ITEM 3 - Copies of any reports on the Nov. 23, 1990 incident 
prepared by Chempro pursuant to 40 CFR 265.56.

Response: On Nov. 23, 1990, the emergency portion of
the contingency plan was used on behalf of PANOCO in 
responding to a boiler explosion. The explosion 
occurred outside of the Pier 91 Facility and there was 
no threat of release from the Chempro Facility.
Chempro reports of the incident are presented in 
Attachment 3.

ITEM 4 - Data on the contents of all tanks under Chempro 
control.

Response: The contents of tanks in Chempro control is
provided in Attachment 4, along with a schematic 
identifying each tank.

ITEM 5 - Analytical data on the tank sediments removed from 
Chempro's Pier 91 tanks in the past six months.

Response: Analytical testing performed on tank 
sediments was done prior to the past six months. 
Enclosed as Attachment 5 are the results from tank 
sediment testing.

ITEM 6 - A description of the waste oil treatment processes 
used at your facility, including the chemical names and 
quantities of all treatment chemicals used during the past 
year.
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Response: Descriptions of the waste oil treatment 
processes and estimated quantities of treatment 
chemicals used during the past year is provided in 
Attachment 6.

ITEM 7 - The approximate number, volume, and nature of 
samples stored in the two storerooms visited during the Dec. 
5, 1990 inspection and all data supporting waste 
determinations af these samples, including all analytical 
data and the date of analysis. (One storeroom was located 
at the north end of the PANOCO shop area and contained 
samples labeled Exxon Valdez, 1989; the other was behind the 
Chempro lab.)

Response: Samples are maintained at the facility for a 
minimum of 90 days after the sampling date. There were 
approximately 650 samples in storage during the 
December 5, 1990 inspection. Sample containers range 
from 4 fl oz to 1 quart containers holding a total of 
about 120 total gallons of waste. Samples contained 
mixtures of oil, water, and coolants. Sampling dates 
and results are provided in Attachment 7.

After the 90 day period, if containers are not 
considered useful, they are consolidated in a 55 gal 
drum and returned to a tank for treatment. It was 
thought that the Valdez samples might still be useful 
at the time of the inspection, but subsequently decided 
that there is little chance of receiving that waste, 
and have disposed of the Valdez waste samples.

In response to the inspection, shelving has been 
installed in the sample storerooms and better 
housekeeping is being emphasized to verify that samples 
are held in a safe manner.

If you have any questions concerning this letter or have 
further requests please contact me.

Sincerely,

David R. Ravander 
Environmental Engineer
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